Should we be pedalling in our national parks?

Management approach to cycling —- QPWS&P
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Relevant legislation — protected areas Mountain-bike riding permitted ‘gy&)

on designated trails only

Nature Conservation Act 1992 (NCA) — cardinal I Byl Corsanaton Pt
principal b ko 0 il s s

shared trails and paths, management
tracks and roads shown on the map

Bicycles defined as ‘vehicles’ and allowed on: o ki rae

Riding in all other areas of the
conservation park is prohibited.

Contravantion of a requirernant of this notice i an olfence

« Gazetted and management ‘roads’ unless restricted | =
by regulatory notice or sign. painraemomiopeCIIDRR | = =

 Trails/tracks (are not ‘roads’) where permitted by a
regulatory notice.
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Recreation Areas Management Act 2006

 Bicycles defined as ‘vehicles’

* ‘roads’ include tracks established for use by vehicles ;
(incl. purpose built bicycle tracks and shared trails) Regulatory notice:
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Values Based Management Framework (VBMF)

» Assessment of a park’s values e.g:

- cultural values
- natural values (e.g. ecological communities, etc)

é i e B - ecotourism/recreation/visitor experience
[

Incorporates: Eva Island, Agnes Island and Ha; yeock Island

* |dentifying needs for each park and management
direction based on key values

« Monitoring — collecting data over time

« Evaluating and reporting and used to inform next
planning cycle.

Visitor strategies are key to recreation planning
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« where cycling can occur in QPWS-managed
areas

« promotes environmental sustainability

» promotes proactive management

« promotes safe, high quality experience for all
park visitors to foster appreciation,
understanding and enjoyment of natural and
cultural features of parks and forests.

 IMBA trail building guidelines
« IMBA trail classification guidelines

bperational policy

Visitor Management

Mountain biking in QPWS managed areas

Operations! policies provide a framework for consistent application and inferpretation of legisiation and for the management
of nonegisiative matiers by the Department of Environment and Science. Operafional policies are nof infended fo be
appiied inflexibiy in ail Giroumstances. individual circumstances may require a modified appiisation of policy.

Purpose

The purpese of this policy is to provide an overview of the management of mountain biking on Queensiand
Parks and Wildlife (QPWS) managed areas, including:

+ where mountain bike riding can occur on QPWS managed
areas;

= what permits and other approvals may be required; and

= when and how QPWS engages with interest groups on
MTB management, trail construetion and maintenance

Appendix 1 includes definitions used in this policy.

Background

QPWS supporis racreation aciivities which are consistent with the management principles for protected areas
and forests under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and Forestry Act 1959, These principles support
sustainable nature-based aciivities in a variety of protected areas while protecting the areas cultural and natural
resources and values,

QPWS adopts a whole-of-landscape approach to recreation supply and works with other land managers,
incluging non-govemment agencies, to promate appropriate uses of parks and forests. QPWS endeavours to
provide a wide range of nature-based recreation opportunities, with an emphasis on the provision of a variety of
landscape settings to cater for different visitors without compromising conservation outcomeas.

Mountain biking has become an exiremsly papular recreation activity since its development in the 1980s. There
is broad recognition that high quality riding opportunities are poorty catered for in many areas of Australia,
inciuging Queensland_

Mountain biking trends and needs

Primary demand is for quality trails catering for rides of 1- 3 hours within close proximity to population cenfres.
Many QPWS managed areas currently, or have the potential o, support croas country style riding. Limited
opportunities are also available for downhill, touring and freestyle types of MTB riding.

Several areas provide MTB single-use trails, with the best examples at Daisy Hill Regional Park (RP),
Bunyanille RP, Smithfield RP and Tewaniin National Park {NP) while many other QPWS managed areas
provide access to multi-use trails on fire breaks and management roads.
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Very easy

Easy

Intermediate

Difficult

Extreme

‘Wide trail with a gentle gradient, smooth surface and no
obstacles. Suitable for beginner cyclists with basic bike skills,
and most bikes.

Wide trail with gentle gradient and smooth surface. Some
obstacles such as roots, logs and rocks. Suitable for beginner
mountain bikers with basic mountain-bike skills and off-road
bikes.

Trail with moderate gradients, variable surface and obstacles.
May include steep sections. Suitable for skilled mountain
bikers with mountain bikes.

Suitable for experienced mountain bikers, used to physically
demanding routes. Navigation and personal survival skills are
highly desirable. Expect large. dangerous and unavoidable
obstacles and features. Challenging and variable with long
steep climbs or descents and loose surfaces. Some sections
will be easier to walk.

Suitable for highly experienced mountain bikers, used to
physically demanding routes. Navigation and personal
survival skills are highly desirable. Severe constructed trails
and/or natural features—all sections are challenging. Includes
extreme levels of exposure and/or risk. Expect large and
unavoidable obstacles and features, Some sections will be
easier towalk.
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Cycling in protected areas

Most trails are carry-over from State forest conversion to
national park

Cycling ‘precincts’ still tend to be in State forests or
conservation parks

As per VBMF and associated zoning plans cycling must be
considered alongside other park values as well as (but not
limited to):

ability for QPWS&P to maintain quality of trails
availability/connectivity to other trails in area

site suitability for cycling; potential for long-term damage
compatibility with other user groups.

E-bikes allow greater participation and increased track use
speed tampering the main issue.
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Types of cycling generally supported
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Whole-of-landscape approach to recreation planning:

« demand for outdoor activities/connecting with nature
higher than ever

* increased demand for commercial tours and coaching
activities

* need to work with other land managers and stakeholders
« Trailcare groups and engaged stakeholders are an asset.
National parks:

» Cross-country/touring is considered most suitable
(generally easy/green and intermediate/blue).

Conservation parks:

» Cross-country and, in certain areas, downhill (green, blue,
difficult/black diamond)




Unauthorised trails

« Generally poorly constructed, not to best-
practice standards, and through areas not
suitable for the activity (dangerous,
environmentally damaging).

« QPWS increasingly taking zero-tolerance to
illegal trail building

« Community and stakeholder education and
engagement

« Compliance activities
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In conclusion:

Cycling in protected areas is a Ieg?_itimate activity
as long as it meets legislative, policy and
planning frameworks.

Whole-of-landscape approach needed.

Visitor strategies and visitor zoning to inform
recreation planning.

Trails built and maintained to IMBA standards are
most sustainable.

Trailcare %_roups and stakeholder buy-in
(collaborative agreements).

Downhill/freestyle/enduro generally not
supported in national parks.

{\AQ?/ing toward zero-tolerance for unauthorised
rails.

Supportive of privately operated MTB parks.
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